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Synopsis

Three women, haunted by the past and the secrets they hold Set at the end of World War Il, in a
crumbling Bavarian castle that once played host to all of German high society, a powerful and
propulsive story of three widows whose lives and fates become intertwined - an affecting, shocking,
and ultimately redemptive novel from the author of the New York Times notable book The Hazards
of Good Breeding. Amid the ashes of Nazi Germany’s defeat, Marianne von Lingenfels returns to
the once-grand castle of her husband’s ancestors, an imposing stone fortress now fallen into ruin
following years of war. The widow of a resister murdered in the failed July 20, 1944, plot to
assassinate Adolf Hitler, Marianne plans to uphold the promise she made to her husband’s brave
conspirators: to find and protect their wives, her fellow resistance widows. First Marianne rescues
six-year-old Martin, the son of her dearest childhood friend, from a Nazi reeducation home.
Together they make their way across the smoldering wreckage of their homeland to Berlin, where
Martin’s mother, the beautiful and naive Benita, has fallen into the hands of occupying Red Army
soldiers. Then she locates Ania, another resister’s wife, and her two boys, now refugees languishing
in one of the many camps that house the millions displaced by the war. As Marianne assembles this
makeshift family from the ruins of her husband’s resistance movement, she is certain their shared
pain and circumstances will hold them together. But she quickly discovers that the black-and-white,
highly principled world of her privileged past has become infinitely more complicated, filled with
secrets and dark passions that threaten to tear them apart. Eventually all three women must come
to terms with the choices that have defined their lives before, during, and after the war - each with
her own unique share of challenges. Written with the devastating emotional power of The
Nightingale, Sarah’s Key, and The Light Between Oceans, Jessica Shattuck’s evocative and utterly
enthralling novel offers a fresh perspective on one of the most tumultuous periods in history.
Combining piercing social insight and vivid historical atmosphere, The Women in the Castle is a
dramatic yet nuanced portrait of war and its repercussions that explores what it means to survive,

love, and ultimately forgive in the wake of unimaginable hardship.
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Customer Reviews

"The Women in the Castle" by Jessica Shattuck, is AfA¢A 4 -A a an engrossing novel

AfA¢A a -A a about three German women after WWIIAfA¢A 4 -A & and it includes

AfA¢A a -A a all the usual Big Themes of right/wrong, guilt/innocence,
revenge/forgiveness. AfA¢A a4 -A a AfA¢A & -A & Marianne, Benita, and Ania, are the
surviving wives of men who participated in the July 20, 1944, failed assassination attempt on Hitler
(aka as Operation Valkyrie). Marianne, the strongest and the leader, promised to take care of the
wives and children of the would-be assassins (all executed). In a rustic "castle" in northern
Germany, the three very different women, with very different backgrounds and war-time
experiences, band together to protect their children and each other in the chaotic days following the
defeat of the Nazis.l won’t outline to plot except to say that the story is immediately interesting, and
provides suspense and mystery as it unfolds over the course of several years. As a piece of
historical fiction | learned some things | hadn’t known. For example, just after the war and before the
Cold War got into full-swing, there was a "Sprunkammer" or a "denazification council" that assigned
Germans (including ex-Nazis) to groups based on their "guilt" and they were officially sanctioned
accordingly. Shattuck’s novel is well-researched and it spun me off on several illuminating Wikipedia
trails.One big question the novel asks is, can you love someone without knowing or caring what
atrocities they may have committed in the past? Can one truly have a fresh start? Can it be
deserved? Walking down the street in Germany after the war, what kinds of suspicions would one
harbor? Did that man execute Jewish children? Did that woman rat out her neighbor? It's a
fascinating time and place in history. | also HIGHLY recommend: "City of Women" by David Gillham,

and "Skeletons at the Feast" by Chris Bohjalian.

| read a lot of this period, generally from the Jewish point a view, when Hitler forged the world war I

for world dominance. | rarely have read from the Germans prospective, those who were against



Hitler's insane view. The effect the invasion had on these three women and how they dealt with it

was pretty amazing. | liked this book and would recommend it.

| read a lot of WWII books-bot fiction & nonfiction. | enjoyed The Women in the Castle which is really
a study concerning how the war affected the lives of Germans & their children in the years after it
was over. The three main women are all well delineated and differentiated characters who bring
individual perspectives to bear upon their common experiences of fear, violence and loss. Yet, they
also each demonstrate the resilience of the human spirit and the need to have hope of a better
future for their children. Everyone in the book possesses flaws which serve to underscore their
fundamental humanity as they strive to not only survive in a post apocalyptic landscape, but to arise

Phoenix-like from the devastation of their prewar lives.

Well done story of WWII Germany during and after the war. The main characters are women who
had husbands executed for conspiring to kill Hitler. How the war unfolded for them was a different
focus than | have read before. Setting is around an old castle in the countryside. The women all

have different stories and personalities that are developed very fully.

Wow book. It delves into the lives of women struggling just to get by while raising their children
during WWII in Germany. It offers the story of three women collectively living together but never
really knowing what makes one another tick. Personal experiences and conflicting ideologies

become hidden in a world where fear and uncertainty has taken control.

If you have studied the war, the why’s and how’s, this book might answer more unanswered
questions, especially those of how the German survivors, Resisters and Nazis alike, faced Germany
after the war. | have many because my father and his family did just that. Eventually, you come to

realize people did what they could to move on.

The Women in the Castle is a unique story of three women and their children who live together in a
castle when WW Il is ending. Each woman has their story. The horror they endured and the guilt of
living in Hitler's Germany is well described. The characters are so believable. | loved this book and

highly recommend it.

A beautifully written novel that deals with very difficult questions. How do we cope with evil in the



world? What does it mean to forgive but not forget? Is that even possible? How are true friendships
formed? What life lessons do we actually teach our children? With WWII and the horrors of Nazism
as the groundwork for these questions, the author weaves an unforgettable story of survival that is

inspiring, profound and realistic.
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